
Orchard Hill On A Mission… 
“Helping people become fully devoted followers of Christ.” 

  
August 15, 2008 

A Spiritual Discipline! 
One of my spiritual disciplines is attending conferences.  These annual events help me to 
stay focused and continue growing in Christ.  Often I experience deep challenges and a time 
of personal recommitment to Christ and His call upon my life. 
 
Last week, 23 of us from Cedar Falls attended the Willow Leadership Summit in Chicago.  It 
was a time of laughter, tears, and challenge.  This leadership conference takes place at Wil-
low Creek Community Church and at 140 other locations around the country.  A total of ap-
proximately 120,000 leaders from across the world participated via satellite and CD presen-
tations.  Next year on August 6-7, we plan to attend this conference at Hope Lutheran 
Church in Des Moines.  I am hoping that many of our leaders will arrange their lives in order 
to participate in this conference. 
 
Ratchet Up The Intensity for God’s Kingdom and Building the Church! 
Andy Stanley says, “Vision is what could be and what should be!  Life is what is!”  For many 
of us, the pace and details of our lives wear us down and wear us out...and we lose the vi-
sion of what could be and what should be in our lives and in our church. 
 
Sometimes, that happens to me.  My intensity for what God wants to do at Orchard gets 
weaker and thinner.  Sometimes I lose sight of the amazing things that God wants to do 
through His church in our families, neighborhoods, and workplaces.  Sometimes I forget that 
God wants to bring His kingdom through us and through our church! 
 
When God came to Moses in the Old Testament, He said, “I have seen the misery of my peo-
ple…I have heard them crying out…I am concerned about their suffering.  So I have come 
down to rescue them….I am sending you!” 
 
God cares deeply for our children and their friends.  God cares deeply for those who are far 
from Him and want to explore having a friendship with Him.  God cares deeply for those who 
are struggling and suffering.  God cares deeply for those who have lost their homes, those 
struck by grief, and those chasing empty dreams.  He cares! 
 
And God says, “I am sending you….Orchard Hill Church!  I’m sending you to love, to care, to 
provide, and to be my hands and feet in this world because it really matters.  I am sending 
you to be a safe oasis in this world so that my Spirit can touch people in real ways.” 
 
I am very grateful that I returned from the conference with a great intensity for what God 
wants to do through my life and our church.  I’m grateful that I have a stronger vision for 
what could be and what should be!  I’m grateful that I am a part of a church that encour-
ages all of us to be fully surrendered to Christ and have great intensity for His call.  I really 
look forward to this coming fall season and all that God will be doing!  
 

Dave Bartlett 



coming events… 

 

CHRISTIAN BOOK CLUB 
All are invited to Jag’s Java Tuesday, August 19, from 7:00-8:00 pm to discuss the book, Having A Mary 
Spirit, by Joanna Weaver.  

 

SENIOR MINISTRY NEWS 
Thursday, August 21, 5:30 pm—Annual Celebration of Birthdays 
Did you have a birthday in the past twelve months?  If so, you are a guest of honor!  Join us for supper 
(& birthday cake!) in the Commons, followed by entertainment featuring The Johnson Strings. There will 
be no charge for the meal.  A free-will “Thank You” offering will be collected for the Johnson Family.  
Sign up on the bulletin board near the church office or RSVP to Jean at 
jgedlinske@orchardhillchurch.org or 266-9796.  

 

NEED A LITTLE MORE WISDOM? 
The Bible has a lot of godly wisdom to offer, both on how we can continue to mature in the way we live 
and how we can grow in our relationship to God.  This 9-week study will begin Wednesday morning, 
September 24.  Watch for more details in the September Highlighter. 

 

ADULT MEMBERSHIP CLASSES 
Our fall membership classes will be on Sundays, October 5 & 12, from 2:30-5:00 pm in The Big House.  
Attending the classes does not commit you to joining, but it will help you to understand Orchard better.  
We’ll talk about how OHC is probably like—and unlike—the church from which you might have come.  
We’ll share our core beliefs; you’ll get to meet some of the staff; and you will be able to learn about 
ministry opportunities.  To register or to have your questions answered, call the church office or e-mail 
Pastor Ed at ebaker@orchardhillchurch.org. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT BETHEL OFFERED THIS FALL 
If you have decided you would like to make Bible study a priority, the Bethel Bible Series might be just 
what you are looking for.  An Old Testament Bethel Bible Series class will begin on Tuesday evenings 
starting in October.  Bethel provides a comprehensive overview of the Bible in two 21-lesson semesters 
and is a wonderful tool in gaining a working knowledge of the Bible as a whole and getting an 
understanding of how all the various parts of the Bible fit together as a unified whole.  Watch for more 
details in the September Highlighter or contact Sally Baker at 277-7950 or edbaker11@mchsi.com. 

Children’s Ministry… 
 

One of the most powerful things that can bind a family together is having a genuine relationship with 
God.  That kind of spiritual “super glue” works, both because of shared faith experiences in everyday 
family life and because of being able to worship God together. 
 
This year we are beginning a new monthly family worship opportunity that we hope will help your family 
enjoy a special kid-friendly time of learning how to “do church” together.  This new worship time (name 
TBD) will meet the first Sunday of each month from October through May.  We are inviting families to 
pick up their kids from Great Adventure and then come with their children to the 
Sanctuary at 11:00 am.  This new worship time will be about 35-40 minutes long 
and each month will offer an exciting variety of ways for your family to learn, to 
worship, and to apply basic truths about what God is like and how much He loves 
us. 
 
We understand that it can be a challenge to worship with small children, and it is 
our hope that this new worship time will make that transition easier and more en-
joyable for your whole family. 



 

OHC’s newsletters (Summer Connections 
and Highlighters) are now available on our 
website and via e-mail. To continue re-
ceiving newsletters via regular mail or if 
you would like e-mail (new subscribers 
only), please check the appropriate box 
below and return this panel to the 
church office so we can update our list. If 
you do not return this panel or contact the 
church office at 319-266-9796, we will as-
sume that you no longer wish to receive the 
newsletters in the mail.  If you return this 
complete panel, we will have your name and 
address that is on the reverse side.  Thanks 
for your patience as we make these 
changes, hopefully by January 1, 2009. 
 

   F  REGULAR MAIL  
   F  E-MAIL (new only)  
           PRINT e-mail address below: 
 

    ____________________________ 

Sign up for newsletters 
Leadership Team Receives Resignation! 
 

Dear Orchard Hill Church, 
 

It is with both joy and sadness that I write this letter of resignation.  My 
8 years working at Orchard Hill Church have been life-changing.  I could 
not dream of a better job fit for whom God wired me up to be.  I’m 
thankful that you took a risk to hire a recent college graduate to be on 
your college ministry staff for 5 years.   And I’m thankful that you saw it 
fit to hire me for the adult small groups role as well.  I’ve grown tremen-
dously, both spiritually and emotionally, as I served here at the church.   
 

But now I’m growing into a new role… that of a mom.  The past 5 months 
with Boaz in our lives have been indescribable.  I’m enjoying motherhood 
more than I thought possible.  With lots of prayer, Luke and I have de-
cided that I will stay home with Boaz and our future children.  While my 
job here provided incredible flexibility, I seek a singular focus in this 
stage of life— raising up godly children.  It is incredibly hard for me to 
leave my position at Orchard, but I know God is calling me to the job of 
motherhood.  
 

I imagine that I will continue to serve in many ways here at Orchard, but 
look forward to doing so ‘on the side’ for a few years.    
 

With many thanks and much continued support—   
  

Becky  Bartlett 

tornado & flood  
recovery… 
 
Please keep checking our Flood/Tornado Recovery link on the website to see current volunteer opportunities, updates 
from our families, and various ways you can help!  The website is updated regularly, so keep checking to see how you 
can bless our families as well as others in our community. 

 

Meghan Mc Mahon & Adam Meyer who were married at 
the Mc Mahon home July 26 

Erica Lindaman & Matthew Bruns who were married at 
Orchard Hill August 2 

Nick & Danelle (Frisbie) Baade on the birth of their son, 
Juneau Daniel, August 6 

David & Grace Curren on the birth of their daughter,   
 Abigail Claire, August 7 
Tom & Tara Hensley on the birth of their son, Hudson 

Theodore, August 7 
Veronica Heasley and Micah Rasmussen who were mar-

ried at Orchard Hill August 9 

congratulations 

 

Call 266-6355 or check our website 
(www.orchardhillchurch.org) at any time to find out 
specific requests for prayer.  If you have a prayer 
request you would like added, call the church office 
at 266-9796 or follow the directions on the website. 

prayer line 

Thank you 

SYMPATHY 
 

We extend our love and sympathy to the family of Melissa 
Kunkle.  Melissa passed away July 29. 

 

Dick & I would like to thank everyone who sent 
cards, came to our open house, or blessed us with 
words of encouragement as we celebrated our 50th 
wedding anniversary recently.  You helped make 
our hearts happy! —Sue Fowlkes 

Orchard Hill Church 
3900 Orchard Hill Drive 
Cedar Falls IA 50613 
 
 

Phone Number:  319/266-9796 
E-Mail Address:  info@orchardhillchurch.org 

Fax Number:  319/277-3296 
Website:  www.orchardhillchurch.org 

 
 

Grundy Center Campus Contact: 
Mike Brost (319-230-7601) 


