Stages of Faith: A Map for the Christian Journey

from the book, The Critical Journey: Stages in the Life of Faith
by Janet Hagberg and Robert Guelich

LIFE OF LOVE

Mother Theresa—
You Look Crazy!

Experience: Wisdom, No Fear,
Selfless, Obedience, Fruits of
the Spirit, Compassion,
Invested, Consistency

(6

Surrender,
Transformation

Need: Lead & Serve
Others, Be Role
Models

Experience: Calling, Other-Focused,
Peace, Selfless, Sacrificial

Need: Support, Resources &
Opportunities, Spiritual Direction, Freedom

Serving with Clearer

JOURNEY Motivation,
OUTWARD

5

Experience:

Questioning, Self-
Assessment, Direction)
Integrity, Unsettled

Need: Reflection, Safety, Time,

RECOGNITION
OF GOD

Support, Applica-
tion, Mentoring,
Community

Come to Faith

Experience: Conversion,

Awakening, Awe, Awareness
of Need, Meaning

Need: Comfort,
Clarity, Nurture, 2
Support LIFE OF
DISCIPLESHIP
Shifting My Allegiance

Experience: Belonging, Leaming,
Security, Community, Connection

Need: Motivation, Tools &

_ Resources
@ﬁ?_elmi Mentors, Spiritual
Doing, Unique Gifts, Serve, Take

Service, Responsibility Risks
Need: Equipping, Training, '
Encouragement,
Opportunities to Serve

&

3

Serving in My
Sweet Spot

PRODUCTIVE LIFE

New Questions,
Crisis, Uncertainty,
Vulnerability
—

Spiritual Direction, Discernment,
Acceptance
The Answer is
Calling, Submission, a Person
Surrender, Healing, —
Peace, Loss of ; vv :
Control Th% d“
JOURNEY
INWARD
STUCK?

Stuck in Stage 1 = feelings of worthlessness, ignorance

Stuck in Stage 2 = rigidity, closed, comfortable

Stuck in Stage 3 = overly zealous, self-centered, performance-focused, image management

Stuck in Stage 4 = paralyzed, immobilized, consumed with self/ego, feelings of guilt & shame

Stages 5 & 6 may appear stuck to those in previous stages = appear impractical, out-of-touch,
selfish, detached, neglectful, disengaged, distant




